FIRST CALL OF ABSTRACT
Welcome to Lebanon and welcome to the VIIIth IEA Eastern Mediterranean Regional Scientific Meeting, which will be held in Beirut, from 25 to 27 November 2010.
The next IEA Eastern Mediterranean Regional Scientific Meeting will take place in Beirut, Lebanon in November 25-27, 2010. The meeting will provide a unique platform for the exchange of research achievements and scientific information with the rest of the world on promotion of public health. More specific, there is a need for clearly defined research that can contribute to policy agendas, to help respond to national and regional challenges in Public Health. The proposed regional meeting would permit sharing of knowledge, best practices and health concerns, particularly in relation to current global topics that have received up till now insufficient attention in the Middle East. We believe that this event’s success can also enhance the position of IEA-EMR as a leader in Epidemiology and Public Health in the EMR.


The last time LEA hosted the EMR-IEA Regional meeting in Beirut was in 1997. It had been a great success, in terms of the number of participants and abstracts and the scope of the scientific programs. It is indeed a great pleasure and honor of Lebanon that IEA has selected the land of golden beaches and stunning mountain landscapes to host VIIIth IEA Eastern Mediterranean Regional Scientific Meeting. 
The intended theme for the three days conference is “Globalization and Public Health in the East Mediterranean Region”. There will be preconference workshops on genetic epidemiology, dealing with missing data, and emerging diseases. On the conference days, the thematic sessions will include topics such as social determinants of health; health disparities in access to health care; occupational and environmental health; Communicable diseases and non-communicable diseases, especially cancer; musculoskeletal, mental health; drug addiction and dependence.
Located in southwest Asia on the eastern shore of Mediterranean Sea, Lebanon has a distinctive location being the crossroads of Europe, African and Middle East. This location dictates Lebanon’s history and shapes its cultural identity of religious and ethnic diversity.  Lebanon is from the rare countries in the area able to offer an all year round diversified panel of tourism types such as cultural and historical tourism, summer tourism, winter sports tourism, nature tourism, religious tourism, etc. 
The VIIIth IEA Eastern Mediterranean Regional Scientific Meeting promises to be a great meeting and we look forward to welcoming you all in Lebanon next year.
The scientific Committee is seeking contributions relevant to the conference theme in the form of papers and posters.  More information regarding abstract submission will be announced soon on the LEA website: http://www.lea-lb.org/
Deadline for Receiving Abstracts is June 30 2010

For more information contact Dr. Mary Deeb, President LEA, mary.deeb@gmail.com or Dr. Monique Chaaya, mchaaya@aub.edu.lb


Preliminary program
	HOURS
	ACTIVITY 1
	ACTIVITY 2

	THURSDAY 25 NOV. - PRECONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

	9:00-18:00
	ARRIVALS AND REGISTRATION

	9:00-11:00
	WORKSHOP 1: GENETIC EPIDEMIOLOGY

Muin Khoury
	WORKSHOP 2: DEALING WITH MISSING DATA
Ghada Beaino, Michel Chavance ,Hélène Jacqmin-Gadda 


	11:00-11:30
	COFFEE BREAK

	11:30-13:30
	WORKSHOP 1: GENETIC EPIDEMIOLOGY
	WORKSHOP 2: DEALING WITH MISSING DATA

	13:30-15:00
	LUNCH

	15:00-16:30
	WORKSHOP 3: EMERGING DISEASES

Rima Khabbaz/Hassan Al-Bushra
	WORKSHOP 2: DEALING WITH MISSING DATA

	16:30-17:00
	COFFEE BREAK

	17:00-18:30
	WORKSHOP 3: EMERGING DISEASES
	WORKSHOP 2: DEALING WITH MISSING DATA

	20:00
	OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE + WELCOME RECEPTION


	FRIDAY 26 NOV. - CONFERENCE DAY 1

	9:00-18:00
	ARRIVALS AND REGISTRATION

	9:00-11:00
	2 Keynote speakers and Q&A

	11:00-11:30
	COFFEE BREAK

	11:30-13:30
	Session 1: NCD
	Session 2: Mental Health 

	13:30-15:00
	LUNCH BREAK/POSTER SESSION

	15:00-17:00
	Session 3: NCD
	Session 4: Substance Abuse/Addiction

	17:30-19:00
	General Assembly/Business Meeting 

	20:00
	GALA DINNER

	SATURDAY NOV.27- CONFERENCE DAY 2

	9-10
	1 Keynote speaker and Q&A

	10:00-11
	emerging disease( either as a keynote or a small symposium)

	11:30-13:30
	Session 1: Social determinants of Health
	Session 2: Occupational/Environmental Health

	13:30-15:00
	LUNCH BREAK/POSTER SESSION

	15:00-17:00
	Session 3: Disparities in Health 
	Session 4: Diet and Obesity 

	17:00-17:30
	Coffee Break 

	17:30-18:30 (shorter session)
	Session 5: Free papers 
	Session 6: Free papers 

	18:30 -17:0
	Closing (wrap up )
	


